Slug here please

Gardening

Right: At the bottom of the
garden is the summerhouse,
designed and built by Simon
Griffiths’ partner, Ian Murray
(below, on the terrace).
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HOTOGRAPHER Simon
Griffiths has always longed
for a big garden of his own.
He spends his days travelling
around Australia and
overseas, shooting stunning gardens
and homes, and it was with these
inspirations in his head that he bought
a house with partner Ian Murray on a
spacious block and half of land in
Kyneton, in central Victoria, itching
to create their own garden oasis.
“We both spend a lot of time in the
garden and one of the reasons we
moved up here was to have a big
garden,” says Simon. “It’s a Georgian
house – it would have been a tiny
miner’s cottage – and is built right on
the front boundary, so we don’t have a
front garden at all.” The back garden,
however, is huge and, on the day
The Weekly saw it with summer fast
approaching, was abundant with ➤
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In just under five years, Simon Griffiths has
transformed a backyard of dust and weeds in central
Victoria into an English-style country garden. Here,
he tells Juliet Rieden the secret to his floral success.
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towering spires of blooms, grasses and
carpets of trimmed green lawn.
Yet it didn’t start off like that. “It was
during the drought we moved here and
Kyneton is particularly dry in summer and
the garden was just dead trees, dust and
weeds.” Undaunted, they got to work.
“We did a makeover on the house and
started work on the garden straightaway,”
Simon says. “We wanted a little bit of an
English-style garden, but I also like those
New Perennial Movement gardens with
grasses and lots of perennials that do
really well up here.
“It’s a bit formal in its layout – I’ve
done a lot of books with [Melbourne
landscape gardener to the stars] Paul
Bangay, so he was an influence – but it’s
quite wild once you get into the borders.
We didn’t have a gardener, we didn’t
have a garden designer, we did it all
ourselves,” says Simon.
Ian, who’s an architect, built the
summerhouse and there’s also another
little shingle shed that is his studio.
Although planned from the start, the
garden continues to develop organically.
“As other gardeners give me plants or
I find things in nurseries, we just find
spots for them,” explains Simon. ➤

Gypsy Queen clematis. Above:
A Delbard striped rose (Henry
Matisse), a favourite of Simon’s.
Below: Massimo, the pet dog,
in front of flowering sage.

Ian’s top 5 plants

1

Cerinthe Major A self-sowing annual.
Once you’ve got the seeds in your
garden, it just pops up everywhere and
is fantastic.
Miscanthus grass A lovely type of
ornamental grass.
Poppy I love poppies and we’ve
got lots and lots of them.
Verbascum A tall spire flowering
plant that grows wild on the side
of the road in some parts of Australia.
There are many different types and once
you have them, they tend to self-sow.
Cardoon These are a relative of
thistles and artichokes, and the
Italians and Scottish eat them. I have
eaten them also, but I grow them as
decorative border plants. At the moment,
they’re about 2.5 or 3 metres tall in
my garden, with big purple flowers
at the top. They’re very architectural
and the birds love them.
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A Lamarque climbing rose on
the summerhouse. Above:
Madame Alfred Carrière rose.
Below: Clipped box bushes
behind the rhubarb.
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Ian’s studio. Right:
Pink foxgloves (left) and
Phlomis Italica. Far right: Beds
of perennials and olive tree
saplings. Below right:
Terracotta pots with Buxus
topiary balls, Ian and Massimo.
Madame Alfred Carrière rose.
Below left: Golden hops on
tripod, cardoons, verbascums
and flowering sage. Below right:
Flanders poppies, lambs’ ears,
Lamarque rose and valerian.

212

AWW.com.au JANUARY 2013

“The garden wasn’t expensive. Once
you’ve bought the first lot of plants, with
perennials you can divide them and make
more plants in a short space of time.”
And while it’s clear Simon and Ian have
green fingers, it’s been a labour of love.
“You have lots and lots of disasters,” says
Simon. “The soil here is quite heavy and,
in winter, it’s quite water-logged at the
bottom of the garden. For example, I find
it difficult to grow lavender, rosemary and
echiums. At the top of the garden, there is
lavender, but at the bottom, where we’d
planted a whole heap, it gets drenched
and they don’t like wet roots in winter.
And rosemary is the same.”
The flowers that do grow beautifully
in this part of Victoria are roses. “I love
stripy roses – a lot of people consider
them bad taste, but I really like them.
I have the Delbard stripy roses. There
are a whole collection and, every year
or so, I get another couple and stick
them in the borders somewhere.”
In the hot part of the summer, Simon
retires to his handsome summerhouse.
“It’s actually really lovely to go down
there of an evening and have a drink.
When we have friends over for dinner,
we go down there. And then, in autumn,
when it’s all rainy but still warm, it’s
actually lovely to go down there when
the storms come and read a book when
it’s raining.” Sounds like heaven. n

