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Royal exclusive 
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In advance of their official tour of Australia, The Weekly’s Deputy Editor, 
Juliet Rieden, spent a week with Prince Charles and the Duchess of 
Cornwall, and soon discovered there’s a lot more to their exhausting 

schedule of duties than shaking hands and drinking bubbly.

THE WEEKLY
GOES ON THE 
ROAD WITH

 of Cornwall
TheDuchess

 PPRIVILEGED, certainly. 
Rarefied, definitely. Nothing like 
us, perhaps. Yet one thing you 
could never say about the 
royal family is that they’re 

work shy. As jobs go, this one’s pretty 
bizarre and now in her seventh year at 
the coalface of royal duties, Camilla, the 
Duchess of Cornwall, is proving to be 
not just a natural, but able to take the 
family to new heights of popularity. 

In the year from April 2011 to the end 
of March 2012, the Prince and the Duchess 
undertook 804 joint and solo official 
engagements in the UK and overseas, 
with many days featuring four or five. 

“I think eight in a day is the most I’ve 
seen the Prince do,” says Assistant Press 
Secretary Eva Omaghomi. “They’re hard 
to keep up with.”

When she married Prince Charles in 
April 2005, Camilla Parker Bowles, 
divorced mother of two and long-time 
mistress of the Prince, was hardly a crowd- 
pleaser. Memories of Diana and a public 
abhorrence to the idea that, one day, 
Camilla may be Queen (for the record her 
title will be HRH the Princess Consort), 
meant her popularity was pretty shabby. 
Yet, in record time, the Duchess, now  
65, has not only about-turned her own 
image, she’s become a leading light in the 
regeneration of the House of Windsor. And 
she’s done it simply by being herself.

Following a gruelling few years of meet 
and greets and global trips, she is now ➤ 

Prince Charles  
and the Duchess 

attended the Battle 
of Britain service at 

Westminster Abbey.

Westminster Abbey, 
London

The service was 
followed by an 
exhibition of specially 
commissioned 
drawings of the 
surviving Battle  
of Britain veterans,  
by artists from  
the Prince’s  
Drawing School.

THE DIAMOND CHAMPIONS’  
AMBASSADORS THANK  
YOU LUNCH
Clarence House, London

The Duchess of Cornwall hosted a gathering  
to thank the celebrity Diamond Champions’ 
Ambassadors in her London home.

Camilla, the Duchess  
of Cornwall with Prince 
Charles. Right: The 
Weekly’s Juliet Rieden  
with the Duchess.

THE BATTLE 
OF BRITAIN 
SERVICE OF 
THANKSGIVING
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ON TOUR WITH THE ROYALS
To see a video of Juliet Rieden telling why 
we’re going to love the Duchess, download 
the free viewa app, then select The Australian 
Women’s Weekly channel and hold your 
smartphone or tablet over this page to watch 
the video. See page 24 for viewa instructions.

praised for spearheading a fresh wind  
of change through royal corridors. As  
I learnt when The Weekly was invited  
to join the Duchess and Prince Charles  
in the UK in their pre-Australia tour 
round of appointments, Camilla is a 
public-profile superstar. Her warmth and 
generosity when meeting each and every 
one of the hundreds of regular folk she 
has to greet each day is palpable, as is 
her unwavering support for her husband. 

Together, they are a class act: they 
work a room seamlessly, walking in 
together confidently, then dividing as 
each shakes hands and exchanges small 
talk, before they cross and come together 
halfway to ensure everyone gets to meet 
them both. Although their press and 
communications department team of 10 
will tell you self-deprecatingly that it’s 
“organised chaos”, these events are 
sublimely professional pieces of regal 
theatre while seeming seamlessly organic. 

And though the Duchess clearly takes 
her supporting role very seriously, her 
secret weapon is humour, as she wins 
fans making people laugh at every turn 
with her quick wit and earthy charm. 
What is also widely discussed is how 
much happier Prince Charles seems  
and how he shines when she’s there. 

Indeed, as I watched them in the drafty 
spires of Westminster Abbey, on the 
balcony of Church House for the RAF 
fly-past, meeting nonagenarian Battle of 
Britain veterans (the fabulously cheery 
last of a generation), 20-something 
servicemen with shocking injuries, youths 
working to revitalise a riot-torn area on 
the outskirts of London, and then in their 
home in Clarence House in the heart of 
London, hosting an intimate lunch with 
celebrity ambassadors of the Duchess’ 
Diamond Champions venture, it was the 
bond between Camilla and Charles 
which struck me most. The touching 
protectiveness in the way Prince Charles 
introduces and accompanies his wife – 
though she’s certainly great with the public, 
she also has the endearing vulnerability 
of someone relatively new to this game  
– and in turn her calm look of rock-like 
support and the infectiousness of a couple 
so obviously in love. ■
The Weekly will be reporting live from 
the royal tour at aww.com.au.

JUBILEE  
REHABILITATION 
COMPLEX GRAND 
OPENING
Epsom, Surrey

The Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwall opened 
the rehabilitation complex 
at the Defence Medical 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

The Duchess met 
patients, staff and 
representatives from 
charities who have 
supported the complex.

During her visit to Croydon, 
the Duchess was greeted  
by local residents. 

The Diamond Jubilee Royal Tour
November 3-16
Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall have a 
packed schedule planned for their visit to Australia, 
New Zealand and Papua New Guinea. Prince Charles 
last visited Australia in 2005, two months before his 
wedding to Camilla Parker Bowles, as she was then 
known. In Australia, the royals’ six-day program, from 
November 5-10, will include visits to Queensland, 
Victoria, South Australia, NSW and the ACT. 

POST-RIOTS 
REGENERATION 
WORK
Croydon, Surrey

The Prince and the 
Duchess visit businesses 
and residents to see the 
local regeneration work 
following the destruction 
of the August 2011 riots. PH
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