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 Cover story

Wild about

Harry
uncle

He’s only 28, but already there are three distinct faces to Prince Harry and 
whether in army fatigues, wielding a polo mallet or starkers in Las Vegas, 

you can’t help but love them all, says Juliet Rieden.

 N
aked in Vegas, 
finger on the trigger in 
an Apache helicopter, 
dancing with deaf 
schoolkids in Lesotho, 
joking with Michelle 

Obama, a symphony of rippling muscles 
and sexy leather boots on the polo field, 
announcing, “I can’t wait to be an uncle”… 
these are all different snapshots of Prince 
Harry that have spun around the world 
and this is just from the last year. As Army 
Captain Wales himself declared in one of 
his rare press interviews, reluctantly given 
on the ground in Afghanistan in January, 
“You’ve got to be able to flick the switch 
all the time.” And sometimes you can 
almost see him doing it. “There’s three 
mes, as it were,” he went on. “One in the 
army, one socially – my own private time 
– and one with the family. I flick it when 
necessary. And I like to think it’s measured 
and balanced.” Some may question his 

notion of “measured”, but one thing is 
certain, whichever Prince Harry we are 
seeing, we can’t help but love him. 

The mischievous strawberry-blond 
third about to become fourth in line to 
the British throne can seemingly do no 
wrong, despite some mighty fine efforts, 
which on the evidence have only served to 
endear him all the more. “I probably let 
myself down, I let my family down, I let 
other people down,” confessed Harry, 
referring to that infamous night of strip 
billiards in Las Vegas, in August last year. 
Yet he didn’t really. At 28, Harry has 
become truly a people’s prince; the 
vulnerable lad we’ve watched grow  
up in the spotlight and cannot help  
but feel an irresistible affection for. 

Why do we love him so? Is it because 
one glimpse of Harry and his mother flashes 
into view, not just because he’s always 
talking about her – which, by the way, he 
is – but also because, as he’s grown into 

his own skin, he’s so much like her. While 
William inherited Diana’s looks, it is 
Harry who embodies her spirit; his ease 
with children, his sense of fun and his 
slightly bolshy rebellious streak, kicking 
against the old guard and daring them  
to join him in the 21st century. Or is it 
because, aside from his princely garb and 
privileged life, he’s just like so many sons 
around the world – gets into trouble, likes 
to party, is partial to blondes, isn’t great 
at academia and instead relishes the role 
of action man (which, to be fair, he seems 
pretty good at) but at the same time protects 
his mates and family with a fierce loyalty 
we can all recognise and admire. Bottom 
line, if you were to do a straw poll of which 
royal the public would most like to have 
a beer with, Prince Harry would surely 
win hands down – and not just with 
amorous husband-seekers. He’d win 
across the board, with men, women, 
mums, dads, sons, daughters. There’s ➤ 

An easygoing  
and approachable 

personality has 
made Prince Harry 

one of the most 
popular members of 

the royal family.r
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Prince Harry has spoken of the public and private personas he has to switch between. Top left: Captain 
Wales enjoys his job in the Army as an Apache helicopter pilot. He has said that he easily forgets his royal 
standing when working. Top right: Just like his mother, Harry has a sense of fun and is easygoing with 
children, such as these deaf children in Lesotho, who are supported by his charity, Sentebale. Right: 
Harry was thrilled when his brother William proposed to Catherine and they have formed a close bond.

Above: Prince Harry has continued the work of his 
mother, Diana. Earlier this year, he visited the US  
and met with First Lady Michelle Obama to open  
an exhibition promoting the anti-landmine charity, 
Halo Trust. Right: With his grandmother, Queen 
Elizabeth II, at the Chelsea Flower Show. “I will 
always be here for my grandmother,” he has said.

Harry, aged two 
with his beloved 

mother in 1987.

definitely something rather special  
about Harry. 

“The Prince wears his heart on his 
sleeve; he is full of fun, character and  
he is passionate about his role with the 
military and the Armed Forces, which 
adds to his popularity,” explains royal 
biographer Katie Nicholl, whose new 
book, Kate: The Future Queen, is due  
out later this year. “I think the fact that 
he gets into a bit of trouble every so often 
makes him real and accessible, when 
sometimes members of the royal family 
can be seen as aloof and out of touch.”

And even as the Queen celebrates  
her 60th year on the throne and a new 
royal heir joins the House of Windsor 
– the offspring of the couple most cited 
as revolutionising the image of the British 
royals – Nicholl reckons it is Harry  
who is the most popular British royal 
around the world. “Prince Harry is 
arguably number one,” she says. “And 
that’s because he has so many female 
fans. Unlike William, he is still a bachelor 
and that makes him more appealing in 
the popularity stakes.”

Ingrid Seward, editor-in-chief of Majesty 
magazine agrees, “Prince Harry’s excesses 
are – and always have been – part of his 

character, as is his easygoing attitude, 
that makes him approachable and such  
a valuable addition to the modern royal 
family. He is brave as a lion, witty and 
amusing, and full of charm.”

Of course, Prince Harry, towering, 
super fit and irresistibly charming, is 
unquestionably the world’s most eligible 
bachelor and in a naughty poll in Tatler 
magazine, the bible for Britain’s posh 
posse, 72 per cent declared that if they 
had been in that now-famous suite in  
Las Vegas’s Wynn Hotel and been invited  
to play strip billiards with the partying 
Prince, they’d have said, “Yes”. Like his 
uncle Prince Andrew, the last “royal 
spare”, Harry is a known ladies’ man. 
Maybe it’s something to do with the less 
pressurised nature of his placement in  
the royal line-up, or maybe it’s just 
Harry. “Girls are his big weakness,” 
wrote Tatler’s Celia Denison in the 
magazine’s Man Of The Year cover  
story on the Prince in November. 

Fun-loving blondes with a taste for the 
outdoors are reportedly his “type” and 
while he’s been dating well-connected 
aristocrat Cressida Bonas, daughter of 
Lady Mary-Gaye Curzon, for a year now, 
it hasn’t looked like a passionate romance 

and royal watchers are uncertain the pretty 
24-year-old is in it for the long haul. 

Despite his party antics, Katie Nicholl 
says Harry does want to move on. “The 
Prince has said he would like to settle 
down and I think he is a little envious that 
his brother is married and he has yet to 
find ‘the one’. You’d think he would have 
no problem finding the right girl, but the 
fact is the one love of his life – Chelsy 
Davy – loved Harry, but not the pressures 
and responsibilities that come with being 
a princess.”

Key to his wife-searching is his sister-in-
law, Catherine. When William announced 
his engagement to Catherine Middleton 
in 2010, Harry was thrilled. “It means  
I get a sister, which I have always wanted,” 
he said. In the intervening years, it seems 
as if Harry’s bond with William has grown 
stronger and developed into an equally 

special connection with Catherine. When 
the couple move into Diana’s old residence, 
Kensington Palace, in the heart of London, 
later this year – renovations supposed  
to be completed in time for the birth are 
behind schedule, forcing the moving-in 
date back some months – Harry is said 
to be moving with them, next door, into 
the cottage in the grounds, currently used 
by the couple. Not only will he be perfectly 
placed for baby-sitting duties, Catherine 
will be able to step up her match-making 
efforts, says Nicholl. “Over the years, 
they [Catherine and Harry] have grown 
very close. Kate was there for Harry when 
he split from Chelsy and she adores him. 
She is on a mission to help him find a 
girlfriend and one Christmas bought him 
a ‘grow your own girlfriend’ kit as a joke.” 

Yet while the world’s press may be keen 
to marry off Harry, it’s his day job in the 
military that really fires up the young 
Prince. His first tour of duty four years 
back was abruptly curtailed after just 10 
weeks when a media embargo was broken 
and his frontline position in Afghanistan 
revealed, forcing his return to the UK for 
his own safety and that of his comrades in 
arms. Prince Harry was livid. He was the 
first royal in more than 25 years to serve in 
a war zone and many thought he wouldn’t 
be able to go on active service again. 

However, earlier this year, in a series  
of filmed interviews given by Harry in 
Afghanistan at the end of a four-month 
tour as part of a quid-pro-quo deal with 
the media to prevent them breaking his 
cover, we got a glimpse of Harry at his 
happiest, back at war doing a “normal” 
job amid the camaraderie of the army.  
As Captain Wales, Harry pilots one of 
the army’s most sophisticated (and 
expensive) machines, an Apache helicopter, 
firing Hellfire missiles, cannons and 
rockets, with a rifle by his side and a 
pistol in his pack. 

His “office”, he tells us, is the helicopter 
cockpit and, on long missions, his lanky 
1.88m frame is curled around, his knees 
knocking against the windscreen and he 
has had to become “a master in the art  
of peeing when you’re sitting down”. 

On his 28th birthday, Camp Bastion 
was attacked, prompting many to suggest  
it was Harry’s presence that heralded the 
attack. “I think it was about 15 guys ➤ 

“The Prince is brave as a lion, witty and  
amusing, and full of charm.”
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Ha

With his penchant for pretty blondes, 
Harry has been dating aristocrat 
Cressida Bonas for a year (above and  
on the ski fields with Harry earlier this 
year). Former long-term girlfriend 
Chelsy Davy (left with Harry) loved the 
Prince, but was not keen to take on  
the duties and pressures of royal life.

Harry has always enjoyed 
working hard and playing 
harder. A trip to the US  
last year resulted in nude 
pictures of the Prince 
circulating after a wild day 
and night partying in Las 
Vegas (far right). Harry 
returned to the US this year 
to undertake a series of 
charity engagements to 
support injured service 
personnel (right). Below: The 
Army is where Captain Wales 
feels most comfortable and 
he is keen to continue serving 
as an Apache helicopter pilot.

who attacked the base,” Harry explained, 
quickly adding, “This camp is in the 
middle of Afghanistan and it should be 
expected to be attacked at any point  
and the guys dealt with it really well.” 
Nevertheless, Harry admitted, “It was  
a bit of a reality check.” And back home, 
his father was worried.

While Harry’s gung-ho rhetoric in the 
interviews –“Take a life to save a life” 
and “If people do bad stuff to our guys, 
then we’ll take them out of the game” 
– raised eyebrows, one thing was clear:  
the little boy who looked so lost and 
desolate walking behind his mother’s 
coffin at the age of 12 had come of age 
and found his tribe. “My father’s always 
trying to remind me about who I am,”  
he said with searing honesty. “But it’s very 
easy to forget about who I am when I am 
in the Army. Everyone’s wearing the same 
uniform and doing the same kind of thing. 
I get on well with the lads and I enjoy my 
job. It really is as simple as that.” 

Reports from his commanding officers 
are exemplary and recent revelations from 
Lance Corporal James Wharton, who 
served as a gunner under Prince Harry 
– who was his tank commander – show 

another compassionate, nurturing side to 
the Prince. In his book, Out In The Army: 
My Life As A Soldier, Mr Wharton talks 
about the day Prince Harry rescued him 
from vicious homophobic attacks by 
fellow soldiers. “I told him [Prince Harry], 
‘I think I’m going to be murdered by the 
infantry.’ I couldn’t stop the tears from 
welling up in my eyes. He said, ‘Right, I’m 
going to sort this shit out once and for all.’”

Clearly, Prince Harry would prefer to 
be Captain Wales 100 per cent of the 
time and when asked outright in 2008 
about his frustration at not being able to 
serve with his men on the frontline and 
whether he wished he wasn’t a prince, he 
answered quietly, “I wish that quite a lot, 
actually …” It’s a sentiment we can all 
sympathise with, but with close to seven 
years in the Army now under his belt, an 
older and wiser Harry has become aware 
his princely duties are calling. “I will 
always be here for my grandmother and 
whomever needs to send me abroad for 
whatever reason. I will continue to 

bounce between my Army job and the 
other job,” he said, earlier this year.

“The other job” may not be flying 
helicopters and fighting bad guys, but  
it is something Harry can shape in his 
own image. Prince Harry founded his 
Sentebale charity to help vulnerable 
children in Lesotho, victims of extreme 
poverty and that country’s HIV/AIDS 
epidemic, when he was just 18 and  
has remained fiercely committed to the 
venture, visiting regularly and forging 
private friendships with many involved.  
It’s another place where Harry says,  
“I can be myself”, and also a place that 
connects to his mother’s work. “There  
isn’t a day goes by in Africa when I don’t 
think about my mother,” he said in a 
documentary about Sentebale.

Another charity Harry has thrown 
himself into is Walking With The 
Wounded to help injured servicemen. 
Last year, he joined a team of injured 
soldiers for five days trekking to the 
North Pole and on a solo US tour  
two months ago, which many saw  

as reparation for the Las Vegas high  
jinks, Harry the soldier talked about  
the terrifying “image of your best friend 
being blown up next to you”. 

Also on that tour, the Prince joined 
First Lady Michelle Obama to open an 
exhibition promoting the work of the 
anti-landmine charity, the Halo Trust,  
and, again, Harry’s thoughts turned  
to Diana. “My mother, who believed 
passionately in this cause, would be 
proud,” he said to a crowd of screaming 
female admirers. “You could hear hearts 
breaking all over the room,” mused an 
intern attending the event.

A few days later, Harry was breaking 
more hearts looking hot on the polo field. 
And his next formal photo opportunity, 
certain to go soaring around the world 
and have girls coo-ing from South 
Kensington to Sydney, will undoubtedly 
be as the coolest uncle of the year to 
baby Cambridge. 

Yes, there’s no question there’s 
something about Harry. ■

 “It’s very easy to forget about who I am when  
I am in the Army ... I enjoy my job. ”

Despite admitting 
that he often wished 
he wasn’t a prince, 
Harry has always 
thrown himself into 
royal duties, such as 
this polo match for his 
charity, Sentebale.
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