90th birthday celebration
Her Majesty
The Queen:

We four

90 SPLENDID
YEARS

She was the first daughter
of the then Duke and
Duchess of York, born on
April 21, 1926, at 17 Bruton
Street, Mayfair, the London
home of her maternal
grandparents. As third in
line to the throne, it was
never imagined that the
young Princess Elizabeth
would reign as monarch.
When her sister, Margaret
Rose, was born in 1930,
the family was complete.
Her father dubbed them
“we four”, with his eldest
nicknamed “Lilibet” and his
youngest “Bud”. They lived
at 145 Piccadilly and the
Princesses played in shared
secure gardens behind
the house with other
neighbourhood children.

Ninety years young
– in a special tribute,
Juliet Rieden looks
behind the scenes
at Her Majesty’s
off-duty world.

The private world
& personal passions of

Queen Elizabeth II
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The Duke and Duchess of York proudly introduce their daughters,
Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret, to local families at Glamis Castle on
July 11, 1935. The Duchess was raised in the castle, her ancestral home in
Scotland, and the Duke and Duchess spent some of their honeymoon there.
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For her sixth birthday,
Princess Elizabeth received
one of the most treasured
gifts of her childhood –
a miniature thatched
cottage (below) built in
the grounds of the Royal
Lodge, Windsor. It was
fully furnished with
lighting and running
water; the perfect place for
hosting their parents for the
Princesses’ house parties.

When Princess Elizabeth
realised she was going
to be Queen, her sister
commiserated, “Poor you”.
Though in personality
they were very different –
Elizabeth more serious
than headstrong, sociable
Margaret – the sisters
remained extremely close.
Says Christopher Warwick,
Princess Margaret's
biographer, “There was
always a loving bond.
She and Margaret spoke
pretty much every day
on the telephone.”
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A perfect
love match

Princess Elizabeth met the love of her
life aged 13. Prince Philip of Greece
was a handsome, charismatic 18-yearold naval cadet who was happily
showing off in front of Princesses
Elizabeth and Margaret when they
were visiting the Royal Naval College
in Dartmouth with their parents.
Young Elizabeth was reportedly
“smitten”. Though extremely well
connected with the bluest of European
royal blood, Prince Philip was both
homeless and penniless at the time,
but that was no impediment. Philip
proposed in 1946, but King George VI
asked his prospective son-in-law to
wait a while. Four months later, the
pair announced their engagement
and married at Westminster Abbey
on November 20, 1947. The bride’s
wedding ring was made from a nugget
of Welsh gold and with post-war food
rationing still in place, ingredients for
the wedding cake were sent as gifts
from around the world, including
some from the Australian Girl Guides
Association. Princess Elizabeth had to
collect clothing coupons for her dress
like any other young bride.
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On their silver wedding anniversary in 1972, the Queen proudly
announced, “If I am asked today what I think about family life
after 25 years of marriage, I can answer with equal simplicity and
conviction: I am for it”. In June this year, as the UK mounts official
celebrations for the Queen’s 90th, Prince Philip will be celebrating
his 95th birthday and 69 years of marriage in November.
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Just
Mummy

Despite the rigours of a job from
which one doesn’t retire, family life
has always been at the heart of the
Queen’s world. Her eldest son, Prince
Charles, attended her coronation and
has been by her side ever since. She
is “Mummy” to her four children,
“Granny” to her eight grandchildren
and “Gan-Gan” to great-grandson
Prince George, grand-daughterin-law the Duchess of Cambridge
revealed recently, adding that when
Princess Charlotte was born last
year, “The Queen was really thrilled
that it was a little girl”.
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Balmoral (opposite, top), the castle bought for Queen Victoria by Prince
Albert, is the place where the Queen relishes spending treasured quality
time away from the public gaze. “It’s the most beautiful place on earth.
I think Granny is the most happy there. I think she really, really loves the
Highlands … walks, picnics, dogs, a lot of dogs,” Princess Eugenie revealed
in a recent TV documentary. The decommissioned royal yacht, Britannia
(above, right), was also a place for happy family holidays.
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Granny, Gan-Gan
For her grown-up grandchildren, the Queen is a source of
wisdom, advice and the beating heart of their unique and,
at times, difficult world. “I have been asking her for years
what her secret is, but she won’t tell me,” Prince Harry says,
adding that he is always trying to learn as much as he can
from “Granny” and make her proud.
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Prince George and his sister, Princess Charlotte, are
already developing their own special relationship with
“Gan-Gan” and the Duke of Edinburgh – just as Princes
William and Harry, and their cousins Zara and Peter
Phillips did when they were growing-up.
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World
traveller

The Queen feels that in order to be
believed, she must be seen, and in her
64-year reign she has visited more
than 100 countries. The result is that
she is the world’s most famous and
revered head of state. While other
nations have changed their heads of
state many times, the continuity
of having one person in the role has
offered stability and consistency.
Until 1997, part of the joy of travelling
overseas to realms including Australia
and other Commonwealth countries
was living on the royal yacht. “It was
wonderfully easy with the yacht,” says
Sir William Heseltine, the Australian
former private secretary to Robert
Menzies who worked for Buckingham
Palace for 30 years, including as
Her Majesty’s press secretary and
private secretary, until 1990. “In 1970
particularly, we were sailing up the
east coast [of Australia]. You got
on board and there was everything
waiting for you. The dining room
and the sitting room were there for
big occasions. It was wonderful.”
Britannia was also an excellent venue
for the Queen to entertain dignitaries.
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As head of the Commonwealth, the Queen has spent her life visiting
the 53 countries in the voluntary union. ”She should be incredibly
proud of what she’s led and what she’s achieved, and what she’s
created amongst a huge amount of people from different ethnic
backgrounds, different skin colours, different experiences, different
islands ... it’s incredible,” says awestruck grandson Prince Harry.
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Shall we dance ...

Every year, the Gillies’ Ball is a key celebration during
the Queen’s annual summer break at Balmoral. From
an early age, Princess Elizabeth loved to dance and as
Queen she upheld the tradition. The ball is a regular
party for neighbours, estate and castle staff, family
members and the local community. Scottish reels often
performed at a dizzying speed are Her Majesty’s
favourite and, over the years, her dancing partners
have included prime ministers and presidents – as
well as her own dashing Prince Philip.
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Scottish reels weren’t the only dances on Her Majesty’s
card. On overseas tours, the Queen was regularly waltzed
around the world’s ballrooms and when still a Princess
in 1951, she and the Duke of Edinburgh proved experts
at the square dance at a ball in Ottowa, Canada (below).
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Creature
comforts

On the fourth birthday of
his beloved grand-daughter,
King George V gave Princess
Elizabeth a pony, which she
instantly named Peggy.
She took riding lessons in
Windsor Great Park and by
the age of six could ride on
her own. It sparked a life-long
passion for horses, as a rider
(right, Her Majesty was
snapped cantering along
Ascot racecourse), an owner
and a racehorse breeder.
The Queen’s horses have won
more than 1500 races and
even at 90, Her Majesty still
enjoys being in the saddle.
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It was her father, King George VI, who introduced
Princess Elizabeth to corgis. The family’s first,
called Dookie, was purchased in 1933 and was
an instant hit. The Princess received a corgi
called Susan for her 18th birthday and later took
the pooch on her honeymoon with Prince Philip.
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