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Celebrity interview
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commit. “This came as a total surprise. 
We had only been seeing each other for 
a little over a year, and neither of us was 
yet divorced from our former spouses,” 
Julie writes.

When I ask Julie today how she felt 
when Blake proposed to her so quickly, 
she says she was “hesitant because he was 
very mercurial. I think it was about three 
years before we �nally did tie the knot, 
but we bonded. I felt he was the most 
charismatic and interesting fellow I’d ever 
met, and there’s no doubt that to this day 
I don’t think I’ll ever �nd anybody quite 
like him. He was unbelievably terri�c.”

Blake had two children of his own 
and I wonder if Emma recalls feeling  
left out when her family suddenly 
burgeoned. “When Mum and Blake  
got together, I was pretty young.  
I was three or four when they met, 
so I actually don’t have too much 
memory of a life without siblings, 
because both my parents remarried 
when I was quite young and then  
I gained a sibling on my dad’s side 
and the two on my mother’s side.  
I always felt like we were an 
extended family and then,  
of course, my younger sisters  
came along when I was 10.”

Emma is talking about the  
two Vietnamese refugees Julie and 
Blake adopted. After four years of 
marriage Julie, who was then 38, 
and Blake, then 51, started to talk 
about having a child together, but when 
they had no luck conceiving decided  
to adopt. They were inspired by their 
friends’, André Previn and his new wife 
Mia Farrow’s, adoption of a daughter 
from Vietnam. After talking to Mia, 
Julie wrote off to their contact in Saigon 
and was delighted when she and Blake 
were accepted as adoptive parents. The 
result was baby Amy, and just over a 
year later a second Vietnamese refugee, 
Joanna, joined them.

“When we hoped to adopt, the �rst 
and foremost thing we did, of course, 
was to get permission from the kids,” 
says Julie. “Emma especially was very, 
very generous about it: ‘if that’s what 
you want, Mum, go ahead.’ 

Then when the second one – Joanna 
– came along, I remember Emma said to 
me again, ‘Okay, if that’s what you 

really want, but don’t expect me to 
babysit,’ says Julie with a giggle.

Family is everything to Julie, who  
is now a grandmother to 10, but it 
hasn’t been easy. Much of the book is 
about Blake – the good times and the 
bad. Blake, who died in 2010 from 
pneumonia, suffered from mental  
health issues including hypochondria 
and depression, which at times led  
to suicidal thoughts. “He had a very 
addictive personality but he fought it  
for a long time ... I think eventually it 
did get hold of him,” Julie tells me. 

Writing Home Work has allowed her 
to stand back. “One was so busy getting 
on with life and coping, being a mother, 
working and holding us all together.  
I guess I have reviewed it again and in 

down and say, I'm really struggling right 
now, I need your help.”

The book ends in the late ’80s,  
with Blake and Julie heading back  
to Broadway to prepare their hit �lm 
Victor/Victoria for the stage. Not  
in the book is probably the most 
cataclysmic moment of Julie’s life  
when in 1997, following surgery to 
remove noncancerous nodules on her 
vocal chords, she awoke to discover  
her voice, that glorious soprano that 
had delighted so many, was gone. 

“It changed my life. What can I  
tell you?” says Julie with a deep sigh.  
“I know it required on my part a period 
of mourning and then literally a change. 
I knew I had to get on with life or just 
fall down completely, and so I did 

embrace happily all the new aspects 
of life that life had to offer, and l 
began writing with Emma at that 
point and it was a saviour ... I 
certainly miss singing, dreadfully, but 
it is the way it is. I think probably 
largely thanks to my mum I just got 
on with it.”

When I ask Emma how Julie 
coped, she says simply, “She is  
the most resilient soul I know.”

“Thank you, darling,”  
replies Julie. 

“You are! And that’s not just 
limited to how you overcame the 
loss of your voice. It’s how you’ve 
dealt with everything in your life.  

All the challenges and bumps and 
hurdles along the way, from your 
childhood until today. 

“Was I worried? Of course. Was I  
sad and did I share her grief at the loss 
of that voice? Absolutely. But I’m also 
profoundly grateful that it exists on the 
record, in so many ways. We can still 
hear it and still listen to it and what we 
focus on is �nding new creative outlets.”

The next creative outlet, I suspect, will 
be a third volume of her mum’s memoir. 
Watch this space. AWW

Home Work:  
A Memoir of my 
Hollywood Years by 
Julie Andrews with 
Emma Walton Hamilton, 
published by Hachette, 
is on sale now.

Julie and eldest daughter Emma Walton 
Hamilton, pictured together in 2011.

re-reviewing, it was painful. I don’t 
know if I learned anything more but  
I certainly had great compassion for all  
of it. Blake was tortured and tormented 
by it, as a lot of us were – it’s not easy 
when you’re dealing with depression.”  

Emma agrees. “There were dif�cult 
times, when he was in a darker place, 
and I think all the family was aware  
and worked hard to try to understand 
it,” she explains.

“Along with that, of course, came the 
tremendous highs which were creative 
moments and really funny moments  
and heartwarming moments, so it was  
a pattern in our lives,” adds Julie. 

“He was often the �rst to admit it;  
the �rst to cop to his fallibility,” 
continues Emma. “He would sit us 


