Farewell to Her Majesty

In death as in life, the Queen was a unifying force,
bringing people together, and as the days counted down to
the biggest funeral of the 21st century, our incomparable
sovereign was enveloped in an uplifting aura of love.

An outpouring
of love
King Charles and
members of the royal
family follow the
Queen’s coffin as it
leaves Westminster
Abbey. Opposite: The
coffin is borne on the
123-year-old State
Gun Carriage drawn
by Naval Ratings.
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Clockwise from above: The Queen’s eight grandchildren arrive to stand vigil in Westminster Hall; William and Catherine are reunited with
Harry and Meghan as they head out to meet wellwishers who have laid flowers; Princesses Eugenie and Beatrice read floral tributes to their
grandmother; the grandchildren’s emotional vigil. Opposite: The royal family behind the Queen’s coffin outside Westminster Hall.

“People of loving service
are rare in any walk of life.
Leaders of loving service
are still rarer.”
– The Archbishop of Canterbury

a speech on her last
visit to Australia in
2011, the Queen
quoted an Aboriginal
proverb. “We are all
visitors to this time,
this place. We are just
passing through. Our purpose here is
to observe, to learn, to grow, to love
... and then we return home.”
Elizabeth’s faith was profound,
guiding her through every twist and
turn of her 96 years on this earth and
since her passing, clerics who knew
Her Majesty have affirmed that, like
her late husband, she believed
wholeheartedly in resurrection.
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In death the Queen knew she was
going home, and that comforting,
joyous idea was everywhere in the
funeral she planned.
In the 10 days leading up to her
funeral Queen Elizabeth II was never
alone on that journey home. She was
cloaked in a powerful outpouring of
love – from her family, her military,
her staff, world leaders and perhaps
most affectingly, from her people.
The day was divided into three
separate services – the State Funeral
at Westminster Abbey with 2000 in
attendance, a committal at St George’s
Chapel in Windsor Castle with 800
guests, and a private burial in the

evening for close family only.
But first the Queen had to be
delivered to her people, her coffin
lying at rest in St Giles’ Cathedral,
Scotland, and in state in Westminster
Hall, London. Hundreds of thousands
queued for hours, without care for
their personal comfort, many sleeping
out overnight, to pay their respects.
In the ancient Westminster Hall,
Her Majesty was flanked by a rotating
vigil including from her children and
her grandchildren, united in their
devotion to their matriarch.
The King had given permission to
Prince Andrew and Prince Harry to
wear their military uniforms for the

vigils as a sign of respect to the
monarch, which caused a media storm
in a teacup. As non-working royals
protocol dictated otherwise, but
in the end such issues had little
relevance as the solemnity and
serenity of the tribute took over.
Earlier in the week Princes William
and Harry had equally pushed aside
their much-reported rift to come
together with their wives, Catherine
and Meghan, to meet the crowds and
read floral tributes in Windsor. And
at Balmoral, Princess Anne, Prince
Andrew and Prince Edward and their
families emerged from the home
where the Queen had died, and

outside the gates, viewed flowers and
talked to those who had gathered.
We are used to royals keeping their
feelings private; here something
elemental in the House of Windsor
had shifted. The family wanted –
perhaps needed – to join the nation
and the world to mourn as one.
While we all took on board the idea
of a future without Elizabeth II, there
was a new king to celebrate, and the
series of frenzied proclamations
around Britain (and here in Australia)
were filled with jaw-dropping pomp
and ceremony, seen for the first time
on live television. King Charles
delivered pitch-perfect speeches that

combined respect, compassion,
vulnerability and strength.
And then came the funeral, a
cavalcade of historic tradition and
eye-popping British pageantry, but
also peppered with personal touches
that reached into the soul. The Queen
was the architect of her own parting,
having been consulted on every part
of the planning.
Whether to include their children
in the State Funeral was no doubt a
much discussed decision in the
Cambridge (now Wales) household,
and the sight of Prince George, nine,
and Princess Charlotte, seven, in
the formal procession behind their
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Clockwise: The Duchess of Sussex, the
Queen Consort, Prince George, Princess
Charlotte and the Princess of Wales; William
and Harry stand shoulder to shoulder to
honour their grandmother; the State Gun
Carriage carries the coffin following the
State Funeral; the wreath chosen by The
King. Opposite: World leaders watch on.

“In loving and devoted memory”

PICTURE CREDITS TO GO HERE PLEASE

At The King’s request, the wreath contained flowers cut from the gardens of Buckingham Palace, Clarence House and Highgrove House, and
featured a handwritten card – “In loving and devoted memory, Charles R”. There was rosemary for remembrance and myrtle, the symbol of a happy
marriage, cut from a plant that was grown from a sprig of myrtle in Her Late Majesty’s wedding bouquet in 1947, and English oak symbolising love.
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Loyal Emma

Clockwise from above: The Princess of Wales comforts Prince George
as Charlotte watches on; the Queen’s corgis, Sandy and Muick, watch
the arrival of the coffin at Windsor; thousands line Windsor’s Long
Walk to farewell their monarch; Buckingham Palace staff pay their
respects. Opposite page: The casket leaves Westminster Abbey.

Standing behind a tapestry
of flowers left by countless
mourners which were laid
out in the grounds of
Windsor Castle stood the
Queen’s favourite Fell
Pony, Carltonlima Emma,
who the monarch rode well
into her nineties.
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beloved great-grandmother’s coffin
through Westminster Abbey was
significant and deeply affecting. Here,
the succession of the monarchy was
on display. This was not just a
moment in history for the siblings, it
was the beginning of their tutelage.
Earlier the coffin had travelled
through the streets of London with
senior members of the family,
including the Queen’s proud daughter,
Princess Anne, walking behind,
no-one missing a beat on the
pilgrimage; crowds vast and silent.
Perhaps the most poignant moment,

58

The Australian Women’s Weekly

though, was the bagpiper who
serenaded his queen into her afterlife.
Major Paul Burns had woken Queen
Elizabeth II on her final morning,
playing below her window at
Balmoral as he had done every day.
In Westminster Abbey he brought
the funeral to a close playing Sleep,
Dearie, Sleep and then played again
at the end of the Committal Service
at St George’s Chapel, a final goodbye.
In advance of the coffin being
lowered into the Royal Vault in the
Chapel, the sparkling crown, orb and
sceptre were removed and returned to

the court jeweller and the Lord Great
Chamberlain symbolically broke his
wand of office and placed it on the
coffin, signifying the end of his service
to the Queen as sovereign.
In a private burial, the Queen
came to rest in the King George VI
Memorial Chapel where her father,
mother and sister are interred. “We
four” together once more. She will lie
next to her husband, Prince Philip,
who died last year, his coffin to be
moved in place from the Royal Vault
where he has been waiting. Husband
and wife finally reunited in death. AWW
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Clockwise from above: The Queen’s casket on its final journey into St George’s
Chapel; the Lord Great Chamberlain breaks his wand of office, an ancient ritual
symbolising the end of his service to the Queen; the Queen’s personal bagpiper,
a deeply poignant personal touch in a funeral etched with symbolism.

